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The Lakes Map Unit (WLK) represents the Lakes Level II Class.  For this mapping project, WLK maps
the portions of lakes that are <10% vegetated.  Lake areas (such as bays and shorelines) that have >10%
vegetation are described with map units that represent the vegetation.  The Anderson et al. (1976) uses the
Bureau of Census’ definition of water, which is defined as areas persistently covered with water, >200 m
wide if linear, and covers at least 16 h.  Water bodies (<10% vegetated) that are <16 h are mapped with
other park specific map units (see descriptions for WBP and WNP). 
 
The WLK Map Unit is used for Rainy, Kabetogama, Namakan, and Sand Point Lakes.  It is noted that the
water levels of these large lakes are affected to some degree by water control structures.  However, the size
and irregular shapes of their shorelines give the appearance of natural lakes.  Thus, it was decided to use
the Level II Lakes (52) Class rather than the Level II Reservoir (53) Class.  Examples of natural lakes
mapped as WLK are Wiyapka Lake (20 h), the chain lakes; Locator, War Club, Quill, and Loiten Lakes
(range of 32 to 52 h), and Johnson Lake (680 h).
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WLK appears as black with a smooth, flat texture.  There is no
evidence of aquatic plants visible at the surface.  This bay is
within Rainy Lake, one of the large lakes affected to some degree
by a water control structure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WLK appears as black with a smooth, flat texture.  This lake is
about 49 h in size. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area Report for WLK Map Unit 
# Polygons: 40 
# Hectares: 53,347 
# Acres: 131,824 
Average size: 1334 hectares, 3296 acres 

 Land Use/Land Cover Classification Hierarchy for WLK Map Unit 
LEVEL I Water (5) 
LEVEL II Lakes (52) 

Photo Interpretation Mapping Conventions and Visual Key 
Land Use/Land Cover 
128
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